	GENERAL FACTS & LINKS

	Iraqi Flag | Iraqi Maps 

	Country name
Iraq
conventional long form
Republic of Iraq
conventional short form
Iraq
local long form
Al Jumhuriyah al Iraqiyah
local short form
Al Iraq 

	Area - 
total: 437,072 sq km
land: 432,162 sq km
water: 4,910 sq km 

	Geographic Location - Middle East, bordering the Persian Gulf, between Iran and Kuwait

	Map references - Middle East

	Capital - Baghdad

	Border Countries - Iran 1,458 km, Jordan 181 km, Kuwait 242 km, Saudi Arabia 814 km, Syria 605 km, Turkey 331 km

	Major Cities - Baghdad

	Independence -
3 October 1932 (from League of Nations mandate under British administration) 

	National holiday - Revolution Day, 17 July (1968)

	ISD CODE
Iraq 964

	Languages Spoken - Arabic (official) and Kurdish

	Weather Forecast - • Baghdad • Mosul • Saddam Irq-Afb / Civ • Shaibah / Basrah

	Major Airports - Baghdad 

	Ports - Umm Qasr, Khawr az Zubayr, and Al Basrah have limited functionality

	Population -24,001,816 (July 2002 est.) 

	Religion - Muslim 97% (Shi'a 60%-65%, Sunni 32%-37%), Christian or other 3%

	Nationality - Iraqi(s)

	Currency - Iraqi dinar

	Currency Code - IQD

	National Bird - "Kew" (Chukar)

	Lakes - Hammer

	Rivers - Euphrates, Tigris

	Terrain - Mostly broad plains; reedy marshes along Iranian border in south with large flooded areas; mountains along borders with Iran and Turkey 

	Climate - Mostly desert; mild to cool winters with dry, hot, cloudless summers; northern mountainous regions along Iranian and Turkish borders experience cold winters with occasionally heavy snows that melt in early spring, sometimes causing extensive flooding in central and southern Iraq 

	Geography - Strategic location on Shatt al Arab waterway and at the head of the Persian Gulf 

	Waterways - 1,015 km 
note: Shatt al Arab is usually navigable by maritime traffic for about 130 km; channel has been dredged to 3 m and is in use; Tigris and Euphrates Rivers have navigable sections for shallow-draft boats; Shatt al Basrah canal was navigable by shallow-draft craft before closing in 1991 because of the Gulf war 

	Natural hazards - Dust storms, sandstorms, floods 

	Natural Resources - petroleum, natural gas, phosphates, sulphur
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1Up Info 

	• Iraq Country Facts

	• Middle Eastern Political Geography
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	• Iraq History


	Iraq related links from 
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	• Iraq Country Guide

	• Iraq Detailed Maps
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Background on Iraq's Ethnic Groups
Part of The People of Iraq infographic
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Sunnis[image: image23.png]
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Definition -- Sunnis are mainstream Muslims of various ethnic groups who recognize the first four leaders of Islam as successors to Mohammed. 
Social-political affiliations -- Sunnis are the power brokers of government and business in Iraq. Their political leaders come from outside the clergy. Sunni constituents make up Saddam Hussein's Arab Baath Socialist Party, which bases its policies on pan-Arab and socialist principles. 
Language -- Arabic 
Clothing -- Men: Western business suits; official, political uniforms. Hats and headdresses are worn only as protection from the elements. 
Women: Full-length, long-sleeve, cotton dresses; head coverings are a personal choice but are in style now.

Shiites
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Definition -- Shiites are the largest non-Sunni group of Muslims. They believe that the only legitimate successors of the Prophet are certain descendents, starting with his cousin Ali. The adherents of Shia Islam include most Persians and many other ethnic groups. 
Social-political affiliations -- The aristocracy of Shiism are clerics. Residing primarily in southern Iraq, Shiites have been economically and politically suppressed, exiled, and killed by the Sunni leadership because of their opposition to the current Iraqi regime. 
Language -- Arabic 
Clothing -- Clerics: Black or white turbans; cloaks draped over ankle-length robes. 
Men: Checkered headdresses; gowns; Western-influenced shirts and pants; loose-fitting pants. 
Women: Long, black, bell-shaped garments that drape the body from the head down, exposing the face.

Kurds
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Definition -- Situated in the northern provinces, Kurds are a non-Arab ethnic group of Sunni Muslims who are defined by their language, culture, traditions and tribal loyalties. 
Social-political affiliations -- The Kurds have created an autonomous region in the no-fly zone put in place in 1991 to protect them from Hussein, whose regime has killed more than 200,000 Kurds. Their parties are the Kurdistan Democratic Party and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 
Language -- Two dialects of Kurdish: Kurmanji and Sorani 
Clothing -- Men: Tasseled turbans; baggy trousers; short jackets; colorful cummerbunds. 
Women: Scarves; brightly colored, baggy pants covered by long dresses; bold-patterned shawls.

Bedouins
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Definition -- The Bedouins are herdsmen who roam the hinterlands. These Muslim tribes are defined by nomadic lifestyles steeped in traditional Arab values. Their cultural mystique influences Arabic societies. 
Social-political affiliations -- Bedouins know no political boundaries. While they wield no true political power, tribal leaders have been wooed by Hussein, and modern Iraqis romanticize Bedouin Arab culture. Each tribe pledges its loyalty to chief or sheik. 
Language -- Arabic 
Clothing -- Men: Turbans; layered cotton garments in summer and woolens in winter. 
Women: Scarves; long dresses or coverings draped from the head, exposing the face; distinctive blue tattoos around mouth and face, designating tribe. 

Minorities

Definition -- Christians and Yazidis, ethnic Turkmen, and a small number of Jews also live in Iraq. Christians are the largest of the minorities, with fewer than one million. 
Social-political affiliations -- Many Christians work in the government bureaucracy of Baghdad. They coexist with Muslims in Iraq's urban centers and certain northern communities. 
Language -- Arabic, Assyrian and Armenian 
Clothing -- Men: Variety of styles and colors of button-front short-sleeve shirts and T-shirts with belted pants; Western suits; loose garments. 
Women: Urban, Western-influenced dresses, skirts and blouses as well as pants; scarves and dresses infused with Muslim style and fashion. 

At least three-quarters of the Iraqi people are members of one of the country’s 150 tribes. Iraq’s society is very feudalistic, with most of the population identifying him/herself with one tribe. Tribes have become an increasingly important part of Iraqi society. Even those Iraqi citizens without a tribal background often turn to neighborhood shaykhs for representation or assistance with the government. 

Saddam Hussein’s family is from Tikrit. Anyone who is Tikriti is easily understood to be affiliated with the regime and the state. Anyone who has a problem with a Tikriti would not receive proper protection from the state as he would in any other country. Individuals in disagreement with a Tikriti in Iraq certainly face severe retributions, and even death. Alternatively, if one is having a problem with the Barzani family in Northern Iraq or the Halabchei family heading the Islamic Movement, one will be persecuted, regardless of one’s identity or political perspective. 

The Iraq government is a family enterprise. It’s run by family members, tribal members, second cousins, their sons, their nephews. It is a tribal system that runs the country and family relations is the most sure to loyalty, in the system and a guarantor of having no coups, no assassinations from with. 

Emphasizing the tribal structures as a ruling aspect is quite important as the Iraqi security system is under the umbrella of the National Security Council. The Council is headed by the President and convenes in the presidential palace. When Saddam Hussein is not there, his son-in-law Ali Hassan Majid takes over this function. Lately the ruling family leaders, i.e. Saddam Hussein and his brothers and half-brothers, met and decided that his son Qusay should replace him in all meetings or ceremonies where he is not present due to illness or other reasons. This provision is another indication that the tribal life is now firmly incorporated in the daily decision-making process in Iraq. The same applies to the KDP where it has already been decided who is going to replace Massud Barzani, should anything happen to him. They are working on this individual to promote him like a prince. 

In a passport one will usually find three names: the name of the person, the name of their father, the name of the grandfather. However, the actual surname, which is the indication of the tribe or region one belongs to, is not written in the passport. The Iraqi government came up with this deliberate policy in order to not identify the area or tribe a person comes from for security reasons. This practice is partly a protection for the individual. If somebody is e.g. called a Tikriti, it is easy to know that they are part of the ruling family which may expose them to particular security risks. 

The tribal society brings along some other consequences: individuals are protected, yet at the same time limited by the tribe. This fact is very visible for women and children. Women belong to the family and do not have much right to choose about their own future. Deciding whether to work or not, choosing a profession, choosing their spouses is not in their hands. What is decisive is the family’s approval. If one defects from the existing social structure, it means that one is immoral. Since immorality would ruin the honour of the family, the respective family member should be punished. In Sulaymaniyah one woman’s nose was cut in order to set an example. She was accused of having an immoral relationship which, however, was not proven. After 1990 there were quite a high number of honour crimes in Iraq, which according to Iraqi law were not punishable. If a woman transgressed a social norm, e.g. by being with a man without marriage or eloping from her husband without permission of the family, the tribal law prescribes capital punishment for this behaviour. This punishment is tolerable according to the Iraqi criminal code. It should give the families the right to instruct their children ethically with the methods they choose, be it punishment at home, be it not letting their children attend a specific school. The result is a circle of social relations at home, with the brothers having superiority to the sisters and the father having superiority to the rest of the family. This pattern is reflected at district as well as government level. After the Baath Party came to power in 1968 they were opposed to this tribal society and wanted not only to abolish the tribal names, reflecting the Ottoman style of naming people, but also to do away with these tribal structures altogether. However, the developments in the Middle East were not allowing them to reach their aim. 

According to Judith Yaphe, "Baghdad through the 1990s encouraged the reconstruction of clans and tribal extended families where they existed. In other areas, the government al lowed the manufacture of new "tribal" groups based on economic ties or greed. Where the initiative was weak, Baghdad apparently encouraged prominent citizens to take the initiative or permitted non-leading families to manufacture an entity in order to gain power and wealth.... This has created a new symbiosis: the state advances the favored tribes and the favored tribes protect the state. The state benefits from its absorption of the tribes and the tribes use the state to enrich themselves. " 

In Northern Iraq the tribal society helps the parties to maintain their power by assigning their own people to specific positions in the government and by using the benefits of this mechanism for themselves or their families. When the KDP took over the rule of Arbil, first they just kept everything in the same order in which they had received it. In time, however, they started to promote Bahdinani people (from the northern regions of Kurdistan) to be assigned to positions in Arbil City, the supposed capital of Kurdistan. This caused some reaction from Arbili people, still they support the KDP position in the government and in Arbil City for reasons of security and further settlement in the administration and society. This phenomenon does not only occur with the KDP. The PUK is also including some tribes, assigning tribe members to specific apparatuses. 

The situation in the south is not different. The head of the Supreme Assembly of Islamic Revolution in Iraq, which is the umbrella organization for Shia opposition groups, is Mohammed Bakr al-Hakim. He comes from the al-Hakim family who for centuries have been scholars. His predecessor Mohammed Sadiq al-Sadr, his name deriving from his tribe, was a well-known scholar of Shia Islam, too. He was was assassinated in Najaf in February 1999. These people are known because of the reputation of their tribe. The rise of an individual is quite rare in this kind of society. The routine chain of feudalistic relations continues to exist, making it difficult to ensure life, bread and security under these conditions. 
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/iraq/tribes.htm
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	According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, the word “ethnic” is defined as relating to large groups of people classed according to common racial, national, tribal, religious, linguistic, or cultural origin or background. This definition separates three major ethnic groups living in Iraq—the Shi’a Muslims, the Sunni Muslims, and the Kurds—along with trace numbers of Bedouins, Jews, Turkmen, and Assyrians.

The Sunni sect encompasses the majority of the Islamic world, but comprises only between 32%-37% of Iraq’s population, according to the CIA World Factbook Online. The majority of Iraq’s population is Shi’a Muslim. Kurds make up about 20% of Iraq’s people. 

The differences among these groups vary from slight to severe, and competing interests threaten to complicate the formation of Iraq’s post-Saddam government. Both the Shi’ite and Sunni sects are comprised of ethnic Arabs, but their religious differences have shaped them into separate cultures. According to Yitzhak Nakash, professor of Middle Eastern History at Brandeis University, the Shi’ites split from the Sunni Muslim majority 1400 years ago after the death of the Prophet Mohammed, Islam’s founder, because the groups could not agree on a successor for the deceased leader. 

Saddam Hussein’s Sunni Muslim Ba’ath Party regime, which held political power in Iraq from 1968 until earlier this month, did little to better the situation of both the Shi’ites and the Kurds that reside in northern Iraq, according to Dr. Robert Burrowes, a professor of Middle Eastern Politics at the University of Washington. “The Sunnites repressed the Shi’ites in the South and the Kurds in the North,” said Burrowes. He also said that the Shi’ites and Kurds were encouraged to rebel against Saddam’s government by the United States after the Gulf War, but received no U.S. assistance when the Sunni regime squelched their attempt. 

The Kurdish inhabitants of northern Iraq make up about 20% of Iraq’s population. The Kurds share ethnic ties with Iranians, and were traditionally nomadic herdsmen, according to the Encyclopedia Brittancia. Their desire to form their own independent state is evidenced in their several failed attempts to negotiate a territorial aggreement with Iraq.

Saddam's forces led what Kurdish leaders call ethnic cleansing campaigns against thousands of Kurds in the 1970s and '80s, poisoning them with toxic gas and leveling their villages with bulldozers, according to the Associated Press. The Kurdish struggle for autonomy since Iraq’s formation in 1932 suggests that they may attempt to secede from Iraq after the new government is formed, drawing ethnic Kurds from neighboring Turkey as well.

Shi’a, Sunni, and Kurdish interests were represented April 15 in a U.S.-led conference held at Tallil Air Base in the ancient Iraqi city of Ur to discuss the future of the Iraqi government, according to the Associated Press. The United States invited tribal sheiks, clerics, and several Iraqi groups that had been living in exile due to their opposition to Saddam’s government. These groups include Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, the Free Iraqi Council, and the Iraqi National Congress, among others. Each group selected its own delegates to attend the conference.

Between 70 and 80 Iraqis attended Tuesday’s meeting, according to the New York Times. The group planned to reconvene after a period of ten days to continue deliberations. These groups face the challenge of putting their differences aside and collaborating to create a new government which will represent the needs of the Iraqi people. However, certain issues not agreed upon by the groups threaten to undermine their collaboration. 

For example,the role of religion in government is a difficult topic among leaders. “Those who would like to separate religion from the state are simply dreaming,” said teacher Hussein Mussawi. Mussawi is a teacher who attended the conference, and whose view is consistent with much the Shi’a population in Southern Iraq, according to the New York Times.

Not all Shi’ites agree, though. Sheik Ayad Jamal al-Din, a Shiite cleric from Nasiriya, told the New York Times “Dictators may not speak in the name of religion,” advocating that religion and government be separate in the new Iraqi government. Other issues that seem likely to spark debate during the government’s formation include women’s role in politics and power distribution among the ethnic groups. 

Traditionally, women’s role in the Islamic world is largely behind the scenes, but recent political involvement by women in Bahrain suggests change is on the way. According to the BBC, women participated both as voters and candidates for the first time in Bahrain’s history in elections last May. 

In regard to whether power be divided fairly among the ethnic groups of Iraq? Burrowes said “No, it won’t be. It never is. Someone always has the upper hand. The United States and the United Nations will try to find a workable solution.”
	

	 


Kurdish peoples maintain a dignified pride in their warrior heritage. After World War  I, the promise of Kurdish nationhood was prominent. However, Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Iran received portions of their native lands, leading to the current unrest felt even today. The Kurdish language is their most distinguishing characteristic. Concerning the current Operation Provide Comfort, the following background is helpful: 

 

"The major consequence of the Persian Gulf War from the standpoint of Turkish security was the uprising of the Kurds in northern Iraq and the exodus of Kurds toward Turkish territory to escape Saddam Husayn’s brutal suppression of the rebellion. Turkey was decidedly reluctant to accept the Kurds as refugees, considering them a potential destabilizing factor in its struggle with domestic Kurdish dissidents.  As an alternative, Turkey supported the UN-approved Operation Provide Comfort, which distributed relief and set up a safe haven in northern Iraq whose security was guaranteed by a coalition force of 2,000 soldiers from five countries. Incirlik (een-JEHR-leek) served as the base for a rapid deployment of air forces to enforce a no-fly zone in the region.

 

The Iraqi government’s loss of control over Iraqi Kurdistan and elections in the area in May 1992 produced what was in effect an autonomous Kurdish government. Although Turkey permitted the lifeline to the Iraqi Kurdish enclave to originate on its territory, the Turks feared what they saw as the emerging outlines of an independent Kurdish state in Iraq. For this reason, Turkey resisted any international action that could lead to Iraq’s dismemberment and thus endanger the regional status quo." (Turkey, A Country Study, p. 316.)

Bedouin 

These nomadic herdspeople live in the desert regions of the Middle East. Most profess Islam, yet may hold to non-Muslim practice. Though some informed estimates of Bedouin population are as low as 2 percent, still their overall historical and cultural influence remains strong. Bedouin live from Morocco to Iran. Currently, they may work as oil drillers, truck drivers and farmers, in addition to those following a nomadic pastoral existence. In his book entitled The Last Nomad, author, explorer and Arabist Wilfred Thesiger describes his affection for the Bedouin, based upon his many years of travel throughout the Arabian Peninsula: "I shall always remember how often I was humbled by my illiterate companions, who possessed in so much greater measure generosity, courage, endurance, patience, good temper and light-hearted gallantry. Among no other people have I felt the same sense of personal inferiority... (pp. 60, 297, 299.)

 

	
	


The following narrative, adapted from Dr. Kamil Said, is instructive concerning Bedouin Arab history: "Bedouins live in tents made of camel or goat hair, moving from place to place to look for pasture and water for their animals. Dates, milk, and camel flesh are their major foods. Historically, raids were caused by lack of food, water, and pasture or to uphold honor. Duties of [clan] leaders include: care for the poor, widows and orphans; hospitality to strangers and wanderers; payments of blood money (revenge when family honor was disgraced) to maintain order; and leading the group into battle. 

 

Leaders were elected, based upon seniority, personal qualities, and ability/wisdom. Mobility prevented the development of social organizations, political institutions and legal systems. As a result, blood ties substituted for law and loyalty to the tribal group became uppermost. The spread of Islam ended much of the Bedouin clannishness and reduced the tribal raiding so common in desert areas.  Bedouins practice endurance, self-reliance and a healthy personal pride. Traditional values of manliness, courage, loyalty and generosity are held in high regard. Poets receive much respect, being considered wise guides, orators, historians, and representatives of the tribe. The following observations apply to the Bedouin specifically within the Arabian Peninsula. These concepts are helpful in painting a picture of the background for many customs within Middle Eastern countries. · "The gulf states have not granted citizenship freely for two reasons: first, they are reluctant to share wealth with recent arrivals; second, the [clannish] nature of gulf society does not admit new members easily. A [clan] usually traces its lineage to a particular [named] ancestor." 

 

"Historically, the [clannish] nature of society has occasioned petty warfare in the gulf...In Arabia, it was impossible to survive in the desert alone, and so families banded together to find water and move their flocks to new grazing lands. Once they established the necessary resources through collective effort, they guarded them jealously and refused to share them with outsiders.  The emphasis on the group [prevented] the rise of a strong leader. Accordingly, [clan] leadership is often described as ‘the first among equals,’ suggesting a collective leadership in which one among a number of leaders is recognized as the most authoritative. This principal leader must continue to consult with his lesser colleagues and so rules by consensus.  An extension of this pattern of leadership is the concept of leading families within the [clan]. Although [clans] tend to discourage inherited authority, traditions of leadership are nevertheless passed down, and [clans] expect that certain families will furnish them with leaders generation after generation." 

 

"The existence of these ruling families is perhaps the most obvious manifestation of Arab [clannishness] in gulf society in 1993. Another manifestation is the collective manner in which these families rule. In most of these states, the position of amir [ah-MEEHR: commander, ruler, prince] is not passed from father to son but rotates among different parallel patrilineal lines. This makes the appointment of the next amir an open issue and something on which the entire family must agree.  The way that government officials are appointed reflects the importance of [clan] connections. Members of the ruling family are accommodated first, followed by families and tribes with whom the rulers have been traditionally allied." 

 

"[Clan] cohesiveness is also reflected in the efforts of the gulf states to restrict citizenship. The gulf has always been relatively cosmopolitan...The tremendous influx since 1940 has caused the naturally restrictive nature of [clannish] society to reassert itself to prevent a further dilution of tribal identities." (Country Study, pp. 37-39). 

 

Distinctly Arab ethnic groups, related to the Bedouin, include the following: 

· Moroccan Arab. In the 7th century, small bands of warriors conquered the south Mediterranean coast. Absorbing the Berbers, they invaded Spain. Moroccan Arabs of today are a composition of many of these earlier groups.  

· Yemeni Arab.  These farmers of Yemen raise grains, fruits, coffee and a mild narcotic (qat) on slopes of the southwest Arabian Peninsula. 

· Marsh Arab.  These peoples, inhabiting the regions of the Tigris and Euphrates river valleys northwest of Kuwait, are known for their historical canoes, reed shelters, and woven mats. Historically, staples of rice and fish provided their livelihood. 

	There are more than fifteen dialects of spoken Arabic.... Interpreters might not understand the Arabic of the clients they are supposed to interpret for. 
	Iraqi Arabic 
Iraqis speak a dialect of Arabic, a Semitic language (along with Hebrew) that is spoken by about two hundred million people in a wide geographical area from Morocco in the west to the Persian (Arabian) Gulf in the east. The Arabic language originated in the Arabian Peninsula (now Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states) and was spread throughout the area as a result of conquests by Islamic armies, which began in the seventh century and ultimately resulted in the formation of the Islamic Empire. 

There are more than fifteen dialects of spoken Arabic, defined by geographical areas and rural​urban differences, and they have varying degrees of mutual intelligibility. Speakers of Arabic can understand people in the neighboring countries, and television has ensured that Egyptian Arabic is pretty well understood by all Arabic speakers. Dialects spoken by those in the far west and the far east of the Arab World, however, are no longer mutually intelligible. 

You might encounter trouble on this point in hiring interpreters, who might not understand the Arabic of the clients they are supposed to interpret for! 

Written Arabic is quite different from the spoken dialects. The written form is called Classical Arabic, or, for today's literature and press, Modern Standard Arabic. It is the same for all literate Arabs, regardless how different their spoken forms are. 

To help you understand the difference between written and spoken Arabic, consider the following: If for some reason the English-speaking world had decided that Middle English - the English spoken in Chaucer's time - would forever constitute the written form of English, we would now speak English as we speak it, but whenever we wrote it we would write in the Middle English of Chaucer's Canterbury Tales. There would be great differences in what we say and what we write, but everyone in the entire English-speaking world would be able to understand what we wrote. 

Modern Standard Arabic (often abbreviated MSA) is effectively classical Arabic, the language in which the Koran was revealed. The vocabulary of Modern Standard Arabic has been expanded, of course, to include words for modern concepts, but even so, efforts are made to keep the new vocabulary within the "rules" of word formation of classical Arabic. 

Learning to read and write Arabic, therefore, is more difficult for Arab children than it is for children speaking other languages: they have to learn an older form of their language along with the sound​symbol correspondences. 

In general, the dialects of Arabic spoken now are grammatically simpler than MSA, just as modern English is grammatically simpler than Middle English. For example, Arabic dialects have fewer categories of verb types than MSA, and no case endings on words. 
	 

	 

If you want to know exactly how these sound, ask an Iraqi to pronounce the letters for you. 
	Pronunciation 
The most notable feature of Arabic pronunciation is the presence of some "back" and "heavy" consonants for which there are no equivalents in English. There are not many of these consonants, but they occur frequently. Here are tables of the "back" and "heavy" consonants. If you want to know exactly how they sound, ask an Iraqi to pronounce the letters for you. 

"Back" consonants 

[image: image1.png]Letter
4

Sound
[kh]

[gh]

(a)

[H)

8]

Description
a scrape made with the back of the tongue
and the soft palate; same sound as in Ger-
man Bachor Scotiish loch

like [Kh] but with the vocal cords viorating;
much ike a French r

like (K], but pronounced at the very back of
the mouth; in Irad, itis often pronounced like
[g]asingo

aharsh [h), pronounced by constricting the
throat

no close equivalent in English; pronounced
in the pharynx ike [H], but with voicing;
sounds ke strangling!




"Heavy" consonants 

[image: image2.png]Letter

L

Sound
(8]

0]

m
(TH)

Description

like [s], but with tongue raised at the back
like [dl], but with tongue raised at the back
like [£], but with tongue raised at the back

like the [th] in this, but with tongue raised at
the back




The other consonants are close enough to English to be easily recognized. Note, however, that consonants can be doubled (or lengthened), an important feature because it affects meaning. 

Iraqi Arabic has fewer vowels than English, but they can be short or long, i.e., held for a longer time. Here is a list (as will be explained below, the Arabic alphabet does not represent the short vowels at all, and has symbols for only the three vowels, [aa], [ii], and [uu], that occur in Modern Standard Arabic): 

[image: image3.png]Letter

Sound
[al

[aa)
0]
(i}
0}
[uu]
[oo]

[ee]

Description

varies from the [a] in English catto the [a] in
car

the long variety of [a]

the same sound as in English bit

long [, the same sound as in Engiish beet
the same sound as in Engfish [put]

long [ul, the same sound as in English boot
along vowel (the short counterpart is rare),
the same sound as in English bone or boat
along vowel (no short), the same sound as
in English baitor day




	 

	 

The most interesting and famous aspect of the grammar of Arabic is the three-letter root system.
	Word Structure 
Tri-literal Root System 
The most interesting and famous aspect of the grammar of Arabic is the three-letter root system, best described by an example. The three letters k-t-b, for example, carry the basic meaning "write." Various combinations of the letters - always, however, in the k-t-b order - with vowels and other consonants produce words that are variants on the basic meaning "write." For example (note that these and the other examples in this section are given in the Iraqi dialect): 

[image: image4.png]‘book’  [kitaab) oS ‘desk’, ‘office’  [maktab] =<
‘books'  [kutub] xS scribe’, writer'  [kaatib] 35
‘he wrote’ [kataba] ZxS ‘written’ [maktuub] o 52




Most educated Arabs can readily list many words from one root. If you haven't worn through your Iraqi friend's patience in getting him or her to recite the alphabet, ask for other examples, for example words from d-r-s 'study'. 
	 

	 

Many English words borrowed from Arabic still have the definite article attached for example, alkali, alcohol, alchemy, algorithm, algebra, and almanac.
	The Arabic Article 

Another aspect of Arabic grammar that is interesting because it shows up in English is [al] (or [il] in some dialects), which is the definite article, the Arabic word for "the." It is prefixed to the following word, and, depending on what consonant that word starts with, the [l] may be dropped and the first consonant doubled. Here are some examples: 

[image: image5.png]‘house’
‘the house’
‘food’

‘the food"
‘car'

‘the car’
‘shop’, ‘store’

‘the shop', ‘the store’

[oeet] =y
[i-beet) ol
{akil] st

(il-akil] JS¥I
(sayyaara] 3,
(is-sayyaara] 5Ll
[dukkaan] (S
[id-dukkaan] Sl





Many English words that have been borrowed from Arabic still have the definite article attachedfor example, alkali, alcohol, alchemy, algorithm, algebra, and almanac. 

Many Arabic masculine names also include the definite article. A common way to name a boy is to call him "servant of" followed by one of the many hundred names for God. The Arabic word for "servant" is ['abd]; ['abd] plus the [al] plus whatever word for God is chosen constitutes the full name. (Our rendition of an Arab name as Abdul or Abdel is actually the word for servant, plus the definite article, but minus the rest of the phrase!) Here are some examples: 

[image: image6.png]['abdil-‘aziiz] 3 5alam
Abdel-Aziz (‘Servant of the Almighty’)
[abdi-Hakiim] o Sollas

Abdel-Hakim (‘Servant of the Wise’)
[abil-kariim] w ,Slae

Abdel-Karim (‘Servant of the Generous)
[‘abdil-raHmaan] s 2
Abdel-Rahman (‘Servant of the Merciful)
['abdullagh] Ul ae

Abduliah (‘Servant of God')




	 

	 

The basic grammar of the spoken language differs considerably from English.
	Nouns and Adjectives 

All Arabic nouns (including those which denote inanimate objects) are masculine or feminine, with the feminine nouns usually ending in [-a] -. The plural marker for masculine nouns is the suffix [-iin] - ; the plural for feminine nouns is the suffix [-aat]\£- . There are also many irregular plurals in Arabic, which have to be memorized individually, like the irregular plurals in English ('child​children', 'mouse​mice', etc.) 

[image: image7.png]Arabic also has suffixes that mark the dual—i.e., two of
something; the dual suffixes are

[-een] - for masculine

[teen) gz for feminine
For example:
‘day’ [yoom] e "hour’ [saa'a] «L.
‘two days’ [yoomeen] oey:  ‘twohours' [saa'ateen] gele

Adjectives are also masculine or feminine, singular or
plural (but not dual in the spoken language) and must match
the words they describe. Some adjectives are irregular, with
plurals that have to be memorized. Here are examples of all
this:

“(male) teacher’ [mudarris] .¥a.
‘(male) teachers' [mudarrisiin] e §ae
‘a good teacher (male)’ [mudarris zeen] 25 (5ae
‘good teachers (male)  [mudarrisiin zeeniin] e e e
‘(female) teacher’ [mudarrisa) 2 3as
(female) teachers' [mudarrisaat] i Sa.
‘a good teacher (female)’ (mudarrisa zeena] &z, 5 g

‘good teachers (female)’ [mudarrisaat zeenaat] i

alesa

Another interesting characteristic of Arabic nouns and
adjectives s that adjectives have the definite article too:

‘the good teacher (male)'  [il-mudarris iz-zeen] oz 1 3l





Prepositions and Connecting Words 
[image: image8.png]These are used much as they are in English. Some common
words include:

‘and’ wal o, toward’ {i], (1] JI
“from’ [min] o ‘aiter [oa'ad] ax
with' [wiyyal &5 “before’ [gabul] g5




Verbs 

[image: image9.png]Verbs are in the present tense (person and number are shown
mostly by prefixes) and the past tense (with person and num-
ber shown by suffixes). The future is expressed with the word
{raaH] c'> before a present-tense verb.

Here is an example using the verb “write,” from the three-
letter oot k-t-b described above:

‘he wrote’ [Kataba) Lz$
‘he is writing’ [da-yiktib] <-aS, s
‘she wrote’ [kitbat] =pzS
‘she is writing’ [da-tiktib] xS s
I wrote’ [Kitabit] =p=S

‘they are writing’ [davyikitbuun] ¢ 525 5




	 

	 

Besides the shapes of the letters, the most important difference is that the letters and words are written or printed from right to left. 
	Sentence Structure 
Word Order 
In the written language, the usual word order is verb-subject-object. The basic word order in the spoken language is subject-verb-object, just as it is in English. 

The basic grammar of the spoken language differs considerably from English. Most noticeable are the differences in word order. For example, adjectives come after nouns, instead of before: "the teacher good" instead of "the good teacher." 

The Arabic Alphabet 
The Arabic alphabet is not as difficult as it looks at first. It is not an endless list of characters - just twenty-eight, with each letter standing for a single, particular sound. Once you learn these, you can sound out and begin to write words. There are no capital letters, but there is some difference between printing and handwriting, as there is in English. As we mentioned before, short vowels are usually not written (the name Muhammad is spelled, in Arabic, 

[image: image10.png]



or m-h-m-d reading from right to left). Otherwise, words are spelled very close to the way they are pronounced. 
	 

	 
	Here is a list of all the twenty-eight letters of the Arabic alphabet, with their sounds - also called transcriptions - in square brackets, and their Arabic names in italics. Ask an Iraqi to say the alphabet for you, and read along.

[image: image11.png]Letter Sound Name Letter Sound ~ Name

1 [a) alif e D DaaD
- b ta L om Ta
SR ta 5 [TH  THa
& [t  tha e N ‘ayn
I3 0] jiim & [gh] ghayn
c ™ Ha oM fa

¢ k] kha s @ qaaf
s d daal 4 W kaaf
5 [oh]  dhaal Jom laam
B [} ra r M mim
5 & zaayorzayn  ,  [n] nuun
- I8 siin . ] haa
& (sl shin s ™ waaw
e (8 Saad ¢ v ya

Besides the shapes of the letters, the most important
difference between the Arabic alphabet and the roman
alphabet, in which English is written, is that the letiers and
words are written or printed from right to left.

A less noticeable feature of the alphabet is that when the
letters are combined into words, their shapes change slightly
when they are connected to other letiers. To illustrate the
last point, the letter . baa has the following shapes:

when it appears independently (as in the line just above
this one), or at the end of a word after a *non-connecting”
letter, e.., wb

when it appears at the beginning of a word, e.g., w!

when it appears after a “connecting” letter, €.g., 4

when it appears at the end of a word after a “connecting”
letter, 8.g., xS




	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	A final difference between the Arabic and roman alphabets is that there is no capital/small letter distinction. 

Throughout Islamic times, the Arabic alphabet has been used not only as the written form of Arabic, but also as an object of beauty in the highly elaborated art of Arabic calligraphy. There are several styles of Arabic writing, parallel to type fonts in English except that they have traditionally been handwritten. These styles have been easily adaptable into computer fonts. The Arabic alphabet font used for the examples in this section, for example, is adapted from the Naskh style of script. Other styles are illustrated in the calligraphy we have used to decorate the pages of this Fact Sheet: another example of Naskh on page 1, an example of the square Kufi style on page 23, and an example of Thuluth in a circle on the cover. These examples all say the Basmalah, the prayer said at the beginning of a project or journey: 

[image: image12.png][bism illah irraHman irraHim] s 1 s I 1 oy

‘In the name of God, the merciful and compassionate’




The square Kufi star adorning the pullout quote on each page reads "And say: 'My Lord, increase me in knowledge.'" The example of calligraphy on page 32 is in a modern style and reads "God is beautiful and loves beauty." 

Manuscripts in Arabic and other languages that use the alphabet are on display in museums around the world and are comparable to the illuminated manuscripts of the Middle Ages in beauty and detail. In addition to texts, phrases - particularly short prayers like the Basmalah - are painted, sculpted, drawn, or embroidered in such a way as to become works of art in themselves, decorating walls, brass and inlaid artwork, clothing, and the outsides of buildings.
	


http://www.culturalorientation.net/iraqi/iarabic.html
Tribal Structures

	References

· Stronghold Can Backfire: Iraqi Tribes Are Key Source of Loyalty, Rebellion By STEPHEN J. GLAIN, THE WALL STREET JOURNAL , May 23, 2000 

· "TRIBALISM IN IRAQ, THE OLD AND THE NEW," Judith Yaphe Middle East Policy June 1, 2000 

	[image: image13.png]





 HYPERLINK "http://www.burstnet.com/ads/cb9637a-map.cgi/ns/v=1.0J/sz=125x125A/" \t "_top" 
[image: image15.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.globalsecurity.org/survey.html" 
[image: image16.png]






[image: image17.png]












[image: image20.png]


[image: image21.png]


Error! Unknown switch argument.


At least three-quarters of the Iraqi people are members of one of the country’s 150 tribes. Iraq’s society is very feudalistic, with most of the population identifying him/herself with one tribe. Tribes have become an increasingly important part of Iraqi society. Even those Iraqi citizens without a tribal background often turn to neighborhood shaykhs for representation or assistance with the government. 

Saddam Hussein’s family is from Tikrit. Anyone who is Tikriti is easily understood to be affiliated with the regime and the state. Anyone who has a problem with a Tikriti would not receive proper protection from the state as he would in any other country. Individuals in disagreement with a Tikriti in Iraq certainly face severe retributions, and even death. Alternatively, if one is having a problem with the Barzani family in Northern Iraq or the Halabchei family heading the Islamic Movement, one will be persecuted, regardless of one’s identity or political perspective. 

The Iraq government is a family enterprise. It’s run by family members, tribal members, second cousins, their sons, their nephews. It is a tribal system that runs the country and family relations is the most sure to loyalty, in the system and a guarantor of having no coups, no assassinations from with. 

Emphasizing the tribal structures as a ruling aspect is quite important as the Iraqi security system is under the umbrella of the National Security Council. The Council is headed by the President and convenes in the presidential palace. When Saddam Hussein is not there, his son-in-law Ali Hassan Majid takes over this function. Lately the ruling family leaders, i.e. Saddam Hussein and his brothers and half-brothers, met and decided that his son Qusay should replace him in all meetings or ceremonies where he is not present due to illness or other reasons. This provision is another indication that the tribal life is now firmly incorporated in the daily decision-making process in Iraq. The same applies to the KDP where it has already been decided who is going to replace Massud Barzani, should anything happen to him. They are working on this individual to promote him like a prince. 

In a passport one will usually find three names: the name of the person, the name of their father, the name of the grandfather. However, the actual surname, which is the indication of the tribe or region one belongs to, is not written in the passport. The Iraqi government came up with this deliberate policy in order to not identify the area or tribe a person comes from for security reasons. This practice is partly a protection for the individual. If somebody is e.g. called a Tikriti, it is easy to know that they are part of the ruling family which may expose them to particular security risks. 

The tribal society brings along some other consequences: individuals are protected, yet at the same time limited by the tribe. This fact is very visible for women and children. Women belong to the family and do not have much right to choose about their own future. Deciding whether to work or not, choosing a profession, choosing their spouses is not in their hands. What is decisive is the family’s approval. If one defects from the existing social structure, it means that one is immoral. Since immorality would ruin the honour of the family, the respective family member should be punished. In Sulaymaniyah one woman’s nose was cut in order to set an example. She was accused of having an immoral relationship which, however, was not proven. After 1990 there were quite a high number of honour crimes in Iraq, which according to Iraqi law were not punishable. If a woman transgressed a social norm, e.g. by being with a man without marriage or eloping from her husband without permission of the family, the tribal law prescribes capital punishment for this behaviour. This punishment is tolerable according to the Iraqi criminal code. It should give the families the right to instruct their children ethically with the methods they choose, be it punishment at home, be it not letting their children attend a specific school. The result is a circle of social relations at home, with the brothers having superiority to the sisters and the father having superiority to the rest of the family. This pattern is reflected at district as well as government level. After the Baath Party came to power in 1968 they were opposed to this tribal society and wanted not only to abolish the tribal names, reflecting the Ottoman style of naming people, but also to do away with these tribal structures altogether. However, the developments in the Middle East were not allowing them to reach their aim. 

According to Judith Yaphe, "Baghdad through the 1990s encouraged the reconstruction of clans and tribal extended families where they existed. In other areas, the government al lowed the manufacture of new "tribal" groups based on economic ties or greed. Where the initiative was weak, Baghdad apparently encouraged prominent citizens to take the initiative or permitted non-leading families to manufacture an entity in order to gain power and wealth.... This has created a new symbiosis: the state advances the favored tribes and the favored tribes protect the state. The state benefits from its absorption of the tribes and the tribes use the state to enrich themselves. " 

In Northern Iraq the tribal society helps the parties to maintain their power by assigning their own people to specific positions in the government and by using the benefits of this mechanism for themselves or their families. When the KDP took over the rule of Arbil, first they just kept everything in the same order in which they had received it. In time, however, they started to promote Bahdinani people (from the northern regions of Kurdistan) to be assigned to positions in Arbil City, the supposed capital of Kurdistan. This caused some reaction from Arbili people, still they support the KDP position in the government and in Arbil City for reasons of security and further settlement in the administration and society. This phenomenon does not only occur with the KDP. The PUK is also including some tribes, assigning tribe members to specific apparatuses. 

The situation in the south is not different. The head of the Supreme Assembly of Islamic Revolution in Iraq, which is the umbrella organization for Shia opposition groups, is Mohammed Bakr al-Hakim. He comes from the al-Hakim family who for centuries have been scholars. His predecessor Mohammed Sadiq al-Sadr, his name deriving from his tribe, was a well-known scholar of Shia Islam, too. He was was assassinated in Najaf in February 1999. These people are known because of the reputation of their tribe. The rise of an individual is quite rare in this kind of society. The routine chain of feudalistic relations continues to exist, making it difficult to ensure life, bread and security under these conditions.

http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/iraq/tribes.htm







