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SUBJECT:  Iraqi Armed Forces Decorations
1.  Purpose:  To provide an update on the status of IAF decorations.

2.  Discussion:  Thus far, five medals have been designed (in coordination with the Institute of Heraldry) and are in the procurement system for award to IAF personnel.  We are in the process of writing both the uniform manual (in which wear of medals will be prescribed) and the manual on decorations for the IAF.  These medals are expected to be on hand by 15 June 2004.  They are as follows with graphical representations at the tabs:

a.  Liberation of Iraq Medal

-- Awarded for recognition to members of the Iraqi Armed Forces who have completed at least 90 days of active duty and shared in the liberation and reconstruction efforts to establish a free and democratic country.  Period of service is from 9 April 2003, to a date to be determined.  Approval is automatic on completion of service criteria.  
b.  Iraqi Bravery Medal

--Awarded for acts of extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations against opposing forces while supporting the defense of the country.  Approval authority is the Commander IAF.  
c.  Meritorious Service Medal (1st Degree)

-- Awarded for meritorious service in routine duties above and beyond the call of duty.  Normally reserved for 0-4 and above and E-7’s and above although the nature of the act dictates award rather than the rank.  Approval authority is the Division Commander.  (Tab 3)
d.  Meritorious Service Medal (2nd Degree)

-- Awarded for meritorious service in routine duties above and beyond the call of duty.  Normally reserved for grades below 0-4 and E-7 respectively, although the nature of the act dictates award rather than the rank.  Approval authority is the Division Commander.  )
e.  Iraqi Armed Forces Wound Medal

-- Awarded to those who are killed or sustain documented injuries while engaged in operations against an enemy of Iraq.  Approval is automatic on documentation of death or injury.  
LTC Vest/ 703 343-9357
OSC-J1
