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	DATE: 08/22/04


TO:

All Mission Personnel

FROM:
RSO – Bill Miller



With the incorporation of the new U.S. Embassy Baghdad I.D. badges it is important to inform embassy staff of the badge colors and the privileges that accompanies these badges. These are a few of the most frequently asked questions regarding the new Embassy Badge.

Question:  Do we need to display our badges while in the Embassy?

Answer: All employees must visibly display a current U.S. Embassy identification badge to gain entry into the Embassy and mission facilities. All employees and visitors are required to wear their mission I.D. clearly displayed at all times while on the compound.

Question:  What do the new badge colors mean?
Answer:  The color- coded badges signify the level of access.

1) Blue Badge: Cleared USG employee, coalition partner, or contractor with minimum secret clearance that requires Controlled Access Area (CAA-North Wing) access.

Blue Visitor Badge: Cleared USG employee, coalition partner, or contractor with a minimum secret clearance that requires CAA access who loses or forgets his/her I.D. badge or is TDY for a period of less than 15 days.

2)  Yellow Badge: USG employee, contractor or coalition partner (with or without security clearance) that does not require CAA access.

Yellow Visitor Badge: USG employee, contractor or coalition partner (with or without security clearance) that does not require CAA access; who forgets or loses his or her I.D. badge or is TDY for a period of less than 15 days.

3)  Red Badge: Foreign Service National (FSN) or Third Country National (TCN) without a security clearance and does not require CAA access.

Red Visitor Badge: Foreign Service National (FSN) or Third Country National (TCN) without a security clearance and does not require CAA access; who forgets or loses his or her I.D. badge or is TDY for a period of less than 

15 days.

Question:  What does the “W” and “E” signify on the new badge?
Answer:  If a staff member is authorized to carry a loaded firearm inside The Embassy or Embassy Annex, a black “W” with a red background will be displayed in the white field in the lower right-hand corner of the badge. An “E” in the white field in the lower right-hand corner of the badge denotes escort authority.

Question: I was searched while coming into the compound, why?
Answer: All staff members are subject to search at anytime on USG property.

Question: How do I bring a visitor into the Embassy or Embassy Annex?

Answer: Prior to a visitor’s badge being issued, an Access Request Form (see enclosed) must be submitted to the RSO TOC and approved by the RSO or TOC Watch Officer, at least 24 hours in advance of the scheduled visit.  RSO TOC is located in Embassy Annex room N-100-E; may be reached by phone DSN (318) 239-8195 or MCI (914) 360-5828, or via unclass e-mail at rso_tocbaghdad@state.gov; or via the SIPRNET at hintont@orha.centcom.smil.mil

Access requests that are submitted with less than 24 hours advance notice may result in your visitor(s) being delayed or denied access.  A list of authorized visitors will be maintained by the RSO TOC and will be used to facilitate visitor access. 

If a visitor appears unannounced, and is not on the visitor list, the visitor should call their escort who will call the RSO TOC. The TOC will make the determination of access and type of badge.
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