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	UNCLASSIFIED//
MSGID/GENADMIN/CCJ1-MPSA//
SUBJ/REFINED GUIDANCE FOR TRAVEL TO AFGHANISTAN, IRAQ, KUWAIT, 
/AND QATAR//
REF/A/DOC/DOD4500.54-G/-//
REF/B/GENADMIN/USCENTCOM COS/292058ZSEP2003//
NARR/REF IS THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE (DOD) FOREIGN CLEARANCE GUIDE
(FCG). IT CONTAINS INFORMATION ON AIRCRAFT AND PERSONNEL THEATER,
COUNTRY, AND SPECIAL AREA CLEARANCES AND OTHER TRAVEL INFORMATION. 
THE DOD FCG IS LOCATED AT WWW.FCG.PENTAGON.MIL (OR .SMIL.MIL). REF
B IS GUIDANCE FOR TRAVEL INTO USCENTCOM AOR.//
RMKS/REQUEST MAXIMUM DISSEMINATION TO SUBORDINATE UNITS.
1. OVERVIEW. UNITED STATES CENTRAL COMMAND (USCENTOM) RECOGNIZES
THE NEED FOR OFFICIAL TRAVEL TO THE USCENTCOM AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY
(AOR). HOWEVER, ONGOING OPERATIONS THROUGHOUT THE THEATER MAKE IT
EXTREMELY DIFFICULT FOR USCENTCOM AND ITS SUBORDINATE UNITS TO
SUPPORT NON-ESSENTIAL TRAVEL. IT IS THEREFORE NECESSARY TO STRICTLY
LIMIT THE NUMBER, SCOPE, SIZE, FREQUENCY, AND DURATION OF TRIPS TO
THE USCENTCOM THEATER, AND TAKE STEPS TO BETTER MANAGE THIS TRAVEL. 
THIS MESSAGE CLARIFIES, AMPLIFIES, AND SUPPLEMENTS POLICY ON
CLEARANCE PROCEDURES FOUND IN USCENTCOM COS MSG DTG 292058ZSEP2003
AND THE DOD FCG AND ESTABLISHES REFINED GUIDANCE FOR TRAVEL TO
AFGHANISTAN, IRAQ, KUWAIT, AND QATAR.
2. DOD POLICY ON LIMITING OFFICIAL VISITS FROM CONUS TO THE
USCENTCOM AOR. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE HAS REQUESTED THAT
OFFICIAL VISITS TO THE USEUCOM AND USCENTCOM AREAS BE HELD TO AN
ABSOLUTE MINIMUM, THAT EACH PROPOSED VISITOR HAVE A SIGNIFICANT
MISSION THAT UNQUESTIONABLY REQUIRES A PERSONAL VISIT, AND THAT THE
SIZE OF THE VISIT BE HELD TO A MINIMUM. CDR USCENTCOM FULLY
SUPPORTS THIS POLICY AND IAW THE DOD FCG REMAINS THE FINAL THEATER
CLEARANCE APPROVAL AUTHORITY FOR TRAVEL TO THE USCENTCOM AOR.
3. THEATER-WIDE TRAVEL.
A. THEATER CLEARANCE REQUESTS. CCJ1-MPSA IS THE USCENTCOM OFFICE
OF PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY (OPR) FOR THEATER CLEARANCE REQUESTS AND
TRAVEL POLICY. ALL THEATER CLEARANCE REQUESTS WILL BE SENT VIA
OFFICIAL DMS MESSAGE TO USCENTCOM CCJ1-MP (MC). THEATER CLEARANCE
REQUESTS MUST BE RECEIVED AT LEAST 30 DAYS BEFORE THE ANTICIPATED
DEPARTURE DATE FOR AOR TRAVEL.
B. "COMMAND" VISITS. TRAVEL BY COMMANDERS OR OTHER SENIOR OFFICERS
TO UNITS DEPLOYED IN THE AOR FOR PURPOSES OF ASSESSING UNIT
DEPLOYMENT PREPARATION AND/OR ASSESSING/IMPROVING MORALE ARE NOT
MISSION ESSENTIAL. AS A CONSEQUENCE, THEY WILL BE STRICTLY LIMITED.
USCENTCOM RECOGNIZES THE VALUE OF LIMITED TRIPS OF THIS NATURE, AND
WILL SUPPORT THEM IN CASES WHERE BOTH THE SECURITY SITUATION IS
PERMISSIVE AND THESE TRIPS DO NOT UNDULY DETRACT FROM THE MISSION
ACCOMPLISHMENT.
C. USCENTCOM UNIT INVITATIONS FOR TRAVEL TO THE AOR. NO USCENTCOM
UNIT BELOW COMPONENT /CJTF WILL INVITE NON-USCENTCOM PERSONNEL TO
VISIT THE USCENTCOM AOR. USCENTCOM UNITS WHICH WANT TO REQUEST
VISITS FROM PERSONNEL OUTSIDE THE AOR MUST DO SO THROUGH THEIR
COMPONENT/CJTF.
D. TRANSPORTATION TO AND IN THEATER. VISITORS WILL NOT DEPART FOR
THE AOR UNTIL THEY HAVE RECEIVED THEATER, COUNTRY, AND SPECIAL AREA
(AS REQUIRED) CLEARANCES. TRAVELERS WILL UTILIZE COMMERCIAL AIR
(COMAIR) OR OPPORTUNE MILITARY AIR (MILAIR) WHENEVER POSSIBLE. 
AIRCRAFT CLEARANCE REQUESTS FOR FLIGHTS DEDICATED EXCLUSIVELY TO
INTERTHEATER TRANSPORTATION OF TRAVELERS WILL BE CLOSELY SCRUTINIZED
AND APPROVED ON A "BY EXCEPTION" BASIS. USCENTCOM, ICW ITS
SUBORDINATE UNITS, WILL ARRANGE INTRATHEATER TRANSPORTATION FOR MOST
VISITORS.
E. CROSS MONTH TRAVEL. TRAVEL REQUESTS THAT ENCOMPASS TWO MONTHS
(30 SEP TO 3 OCT, FOR EXAMPLE) WILL NOT TYPICALLY BE APPROVED
WITHOUT EXTREMELY COMPELLING JUSTIFICATION.
4. TRAVEL TO QATAR.
A. SPECIAL AREA CLEARANCES. IN ADDITION TO A THEATER AND COUNTRY
CLEARANCE, SPECIAL AREA CLEARANCES, FROM THE DOS ARE ALSO REQUIRED
BEFORE TRAVELING TO QATAR.
B. USCENTCOM CONTINGENCY FORWARD HEADQUARTERS (CFH), CAMP AS
SALIYAH, QATAR. VISITS TO THE CFH ARE AT THE INVITATION OF
USCENTCOM ONLY.
5. TRAVEL TO AFGHANISTAN, IRAQ, AND KUWAIT. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT
REQUESTS FOR TRAVEL TO THESE COUNTRIES BE KEPT TO AN ABSOLUTE
MINIMUM DUE TO THE SUPPORT REQUIRED TO FACILITATE VISITORS. 
ADDITIONALLY, THE SECURITY SITUATION AND AUSTERE OPERATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN AND IRAQ FURTHER DICTATE THAT TRIPS TO
THESE COUNTRIES ARE MINIMIZED.
A. FORCE PROTECTION (FP). IAW PARAGRAPH A.2. OF SECTION II,
"PERSONNEL ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS," OF THE FCG FOREWORD, USCENTCOM IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING FP FOR PERSONNEL VISITING THESE COUNTRIES.
B. REMAINING OVERNIGHT (RON) IN IRAQ. REQUESTS TO RON IN IRAQ WILL
BE APPROVED ONLY ON A "BY EXCEPTION" BASIS. EXTRAORDINARY
JUSTIFICATION IS REQUIRED TO REMAIN OVERNIGHT. USCENTCOM, ICW
COMPONENT COMMANDS IN KUWAIT AND IRAQ, WILL ASSIST IN SCHEDULING
TRIPS TO IRAQ IN SUCH A WAY AS TO FACILITATE AVOIDING THE NEED TO
RON IN IRAQ.
6. RESERVE COMPONENT (RC) TRAVEL. USCENTCOM WILL SUPPORT RC TRAVEL
TO THE AOR ON A NON-MISSION-INTERFERENCE BASIS. HOWEVER, THE LARGE
NUMBER OF RECENT RC TRAVEL REQUESTS, COUPLED WITH THEIR SIZE,
SCOPE, AND DURATION REQUIRES REVISION OF POLICY TO ENSURE USCENTCOM
CAN BALANCE THE SECURITY AND SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS OF TRAVELERS WHILE
NOT DETRACTING FROM MISSION ACCOMPLISHMENT.
A. SUBMISSION OF RC CLEARANCE REQUESTS. RESERVE COMPONENT SERVICE
CHIEFS WILL SUBMIT CLEARANCE REQUESTS TO USCENTCOM ON BEHALF OF ALL
THEIR COMPONENT'S TRAVELERS. CONSEQUENTLY, USCENTCOM WILL NO LONGER
ACCEPT RC CLEARANCE REQUESTS FROM ORGANIZATIONS OTHER THAN THE
RESERVE COMPONENT SERVICE CHIEFS. THIS CHANGE WILL ENABLE RESERVE
COMPONENT SERVICE CHIEFS TO MANAGE AND PRIORITIZE CLEARANCE REQUESTS
FROM THEIR COMPONENTS. FOR THE PURPOSE OF THESE REQUESTS, THE
CHIEFS, ARMY RESERVE, AIR FORCE RESERVE, NAVY RESERVE AND THE CG
MARINE FORCE RESERVE WILL SERVE AS THE RESERVE COMPONENT CHIEF FOR
EACH OF THEIR SERVICES AND LIKEWISE THE CHIEF, NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU
WILL SERVE AS THE RESERVE COMPONENT SERVICE CHIEF FOR ALL NATIONAL
GUARD CLEARANCES.
B. JOINT MONTHLY ACCESS FOR RESERVE COMPONENTS (JMARC), MONTHLY RC
VISITS TO AFGHANISTAN, IRAQ, KUWAIT, AND QATAR. TO ALLOW MORE RC
TRAVEL TO THEATER WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY REDUCING THE BURDEN ON
SUPPORTING UNITS, CCJ1-RF IS IMPLEMENTING A NEW PROGRAM. CCJ1-RF
WILL COORDINATE FOR A TOTAL OF TWO MONTHLY DEDICATED JMARC TRIPS 
FOR TRAVEL AS DESCRIBED IN THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS BEGINNING IN 
NOV 03.
(1) CCJ1-RF WILL ESTABLISH JMARC WINDOWS FOR ONE TRIP PER MONTH TO
AFGHANISTAN THROUGH QATAR AND ONE TRIP PER MONTH TO IRAQ THROUGH
KUWAIT. EACH JMARC TRIP WILL BE ABOUT FIVE DAYS IN THEATER AND WILL
ACCOMMODATE FOUR DELEGATIONS OF TWO PERSONNEL EACH. THESE JMARC
WINDOWS WILL ALLOW A TOTAL OF EIGHT RC DELEGATIONS ENTRANCE INTO THE
MAJOR USCENTCOM COMBINED JOINT OPERATION AREAS (CJOA) TO VISIT
DEPLOYED UNITS. DISTRIBUTION OF SEATS FOR DEDICATED JMARC TRIPS WILL
BE PRIORITIZED BASED ON CONSIDERATION OF PORTION OF FORCE STRUCTURE
DEPLOYED; NUMBER OF SERVICE MEMBERS DEPLOYED; ANTICIPATED DURATION
OF DEPLOYMENT; TIME IN-THEATER TO DATE; AND EXTENUATING
CIRCUMSTANCES. ENSURE REQUESTS INCLUDE A THOROUGH JUSTIFICATION
THAT ADDRESS EACH OF THE AFOREMENTIONED CRITERIA. USCENTCOM WILL
NOTIFY THE REQUESTING RESERVE COMPONENT SERVICE CHIEF OF TRAVELERS
APPROVED FOR A JMARC TRIP NLT 21 DAYS PRIOR TO TRAVEL.
(2) JMARC TRIP WINDOWS FOR NOV AND DEC 03 WILL BE SENT VIA SEPARATE
MESSAGE TO RESERVE COMPONENT SERVICE CHIEFS (IN ORDER TO ALLOW FOR
NOV PLANNING) AND ON A BI-MONTHLY BASIS THEREAFTER. REQUESTS FOR
TRAVEL CLEARANCES PRIOR TO RELEASE OF THE MONTHLY JMARC SCHEDULE
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
(3) JMARC VISITS ARE INTENDED TO ENABLE RC SENIOR LEADERS AN
OPPORTUNITY TO REINFORCE SUPPORT FOR DEPLOYED SOLDIERS FROM HOME AND
ALLOW AN OPPORTUNITY FOR LEADERS TO COMMUNICATE BACK TO THE FAMILY
SUPPORT GROUPS ON QUALITY OF LIFE CONDITIONS AND ON-GOING
IMPROVEMENTS SOLDIERS ARE EXPERIENCING.
7. IN-THEATER COMMANDERS ARE AUTHORIZED TO DIRECT IMMEDIATE RETURN
OF DOD VISITORS WHO ARRIVE IN THEIR AOR WITHOUT APPROVED COUNTRY AND
THEATER CLEARANCES.
8. POINTS OF CONTACT (POCS).
A. CCJ1-MPSA POC IS COL DAVID ELLIOTT AT DSN 651-6673,
ELLIOTDT@CENTCOM.SMIL.MIL.
B. CCJ1-RF ASSISTS CCJ1-MPSA WITH JMARC CLEARANCE REQUESTS AND
TRAVEL POLICY PERTAINING TO THE RC. CCJ1-RF POC FOR RC CLEARANCE
REQUESTS AND TRAVEL IS COL STEPHEN KEEN AT DSN 651-6952,
KEENSM@CENTCOM.SMIL.MIL.
C. RC PERSONNEL REQUESTING CLEARANCE ARE ENCOURAGED TO COORDINATE
WITH RESERVE COMPONENT SERVICE CHIEFS VICE USCENTCOM POCS.//


