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	NUMBER: 04-031
	SUBJECT:  MISSION FIREARMS POLICY   
	DATE: 08/22/04


TO:

All Mission Employees

FROM:
RSO – Bill Miller



On June 30, 2004, Ambassador Negroponte signed the Mission Firearms Policy (MFP).  This policy is in effect for all personnel under Chief of Mission (COM) Authority.  Additionally, all personnel (to include U.S. military personnel) working at or visiting a facility under the control of the COM must abide by the policy.

A copy of the MFP is available in the U.S. Embassy’s shared drive in the Security Notices folder (S:\Security Notices\Baghdad Mission Firearms Policy V-2004).  Copies are also available in the RSO office.

Authorization to Carry a Firearm

To obtain authorization to carry a firearm, each Agency Head or Section Chief must obtain written approval for each employee.  The request must be submitted to the COM via the Regional Security Office (RSO).  COM authority to carry firearms is valid for the duration of an employee’s tour of duty and may be rescinded and/or amended at any time by the RSO with the concurrence of the COM.  Blanket authorization will not be issued for any office.

Request forms are available in the RSO office.

Carry Policy within Mission Facilities
All personnel entering mission facilities must download their weapons (chamber empty, magazine removed and weapon on safe) at an approved clearing barrel next to all facility entrances.  The only personnel authorized to carry loaded firearms (armed) within Mission facilities are RSO personnel, Mission guard force personnel, Marine Security Guards, FAST Marines, Military units in support of the COM, and all Federal Law Enforcement Agencies that are under COM.

Other personnel who may have a need to carry a loaded firearm within mission facilities may submit a written request to the RSO office.  The request must contain information with regards to current qualifications and a detailed explanation of the need to carry a loaded firearm within mission facilities.

Firearms Acknowledgment Form

All personnel who are granted the authority to carry firearms (loaded or unloaded) must complete an Acknowledgement Form.  The Acknowledgment Form is Attachment C in the MFP.  All Acknowledgment Forms must be submitted to the RSO office.

CPA Personnel
All personnel under COM authority who were authorized to carry firearms under the authority of the CPA must resubmit a request to carry a firearm under the authority of the COM.  Additionally, a signed Acknowledgment Form must also be submitted to the RSO.

CPA personnel who were authorized to carry firearms are not automatically authorized to carry firearms under the authority of the COM.

I.D. Badges

U.S. Embassy I.D. badges denote the level of authority granted to a particular person.  A “W” with a white background indicates that a person is authorized to carry unloaded firearms within mission facilities.  A “W” with a RED background denotes a person who is authorized to carry loaded firearms within mission facilities.

Violations of the Mission Firearms Policy

Personnel who violate the MFP are subject to disciplinary action up to and including dismissal from post. 
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