Weapons Handling Safety Rules:

1. Treat every weapon as if it were loaded at all times

2. Never point a weapon at anything you do not intend to shoot (Always be aware of where your muzzle is pointing)

3. Keep finger straight and off the trigger until you are ready to fire

4. Keep weapon on safe until you intend to fire 

 

 
Clearing Barrel Procedures (M-16/M-4/M-9):

1. Ensuring the weapon remains on safe and you keep a straight trigger finger, insert the muzzle into the clearing barrel. 

2. Remove magazine and secure it in a pocket or pouch 

3. Lock the bolt/slide to the rear 

4. Both visually and physically inspect the chamber and magazine well ensuring it is clear. 

5. Let the bolt/slide go forward

6. Place the weapon on fire

7. Pull the trigger (this should be a well aimed and properly executed action)

8. Place weapon on safe:

    M16/M-4: Charge the weapon, put the weapon on safe and sling arms

    M-9:          Place weapon on safe and holster

 

General Rules:

1. Weapons are never to be left unattended.

2. Personnel will never handle firearms after they have consumed alcohol (10 hrs min).

3. Report any lost/missing weapons immediately to the Force Protection office

4. Only those personnel specifically authorized to carry a loaded weapon in the Palace.
